IN view of the great rarity of reports of this lesion the exhibitor has been requested to bring the case forward again on this occasion. The patient shows all the distinctive symptoms, including loss of sensibility of the mucous membrane, the crico-thyroid space is unchanged on phonation, the voice is rough, low in pitch, nmonotonous-the slight change in pitch that can be produced cannot be rnaintained. The laryngoscope shows that the cords remain slack on phonation; the wavy line can be elicited on gentle phonation, but increased effort blows the cords loosely apart. At first the anterior commissure used to be turned towards the right, the right muscle having been first affected, now it lies in the middle line. On inspiration the slack cords completely disappear beneath the ventricular bands.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. DAN MCKENZIE asked whether it was an accepted fact that disseminated sclerosis was sometimes due to lead poisoning.
Dr. DONELAN replied that disseminated sclerosis was pre-eminently an intoxication neurosis affecting chiefly young adults. The infectious fevers were a common cause and as regards Dr. McKenzie's question he believed that Oppenheimer had reported twenty-eight cases in which a large proportion had been traced to the influence of lead, zinc or copper. Part of this man's work was to clean the type cases at a printer's, when he probably inhaled the leadbearing dust. The fact that "dropped wrist " was not present was made a good deal of in the Court when the case was tried. The necessity of dropped wrist was an old-fashioned view which had its origin at a time when the potteries and house-painters furnished most of the cases in this country. The special tendency to wrist-drop in these callings was now looked on as favoured by the excessive stimulation and blood supply of the overworked centres concerned. The more accurate study of lead poisoning in the last twenty years had shown that the paralyses took the most varied forms and that neither the blue line on the gums nor the wrist-drop were any longer to be regarded as essential or characteristic symptoms.
